
Call for Papers: Workshop on Argumentation Support Systems for eParticipation

One day workshop supported by DEMO-net

Date: March 5, 2007 Location: Fraunhofer FOKUS, Berlin, Germany

Overview

As governments seek to consult their citizens over matters of policy, it becomes increasingly important that citizens receive the relevant information in a medium that they can, and will, want to use in forming their opinion upon consultative issues. Argumentation Support Systems are a promising technology for eParticipation, which help citizens to participate effectively and facilitate dialogues which are inclusive, transparent and fair.

Argumentation Support Systems support one or more of the following tasks: finding and using information relevant for the topic and helping to apply this information to formulate position statements and arguments; reconstructing the structure of arguments in natural language texts; evaluating and comparing arguments; moderating or mediating dialogues, to facilitate the resolution of conflicts of opinion and assure dialogues remain focused and goal-directed; selecting and presenting arguments in an effective way, taking into consideration the audience; presenting, summarizing and visualizing arguments in ways which make it easier to understand the issues and the state of the discussion; detecting inconsistencies and commitment violations; making, justifying and explaining decisions, making use of the arguments which have been put forward.

Objectives

The goal of this workshop is to bring together researchers in the fields of argumentation support systems and eParticipation to exchange views about eParticipation requirements, the state of the art of argumentation support systems, and potential application scenarios of argumentation support systems for eParticipation. The emphasis for the day will be on discussion and exchange of ideas rather then paper presentation.

A workshop report will be produced and disseminated through the DEMO-net website. Further development of the workshop papers for submission to a special edition of a journal will be discussed after the workshop.

Submissions

The workshop will include presentations of position statements. Original research results are welcome but not mandatory. Please send the title and 1-2 page abstract of your proposed presentation to Thomas Gordon (thomas.gordon@fokus.fraunhofer.de). The submissions will be reviewed by members of the program committee. Presentations will be selected on the basis of their quality and relevance to the topic of the workshop as well as with an eye toward offering a varied program which well reflects all relevant fields.

Funding for travel and subsistence may be available from Demo-net in cases where funding is not available from conventional sources.

Important Dates


•
9 February 2007: Titles and Abstracts Due


•
13 February 2007: Notice of Decision


•
5 March 2007: Workshop

Program Committee


•
Dr. Thomas F. Gordon, Fraunhofer FOKUS, Berlin, German (workshop chair), thomas.gordon@fokus.fraunhofer.de


•
Dr. Alastair Renton, International Teledemocracy Centre, Napier University, Edinburgh, UK

