Workshop Programme

eDeliberation Research

Monday, 16 October 2006

	9:30 – 9:45
	Coffee



	09:45 – 10:30

	Introductory talk: What do we know about eDeliberation?
Professor Stephen Coleman

	10:30 – 12.30

	A review of ongoing research
Each participant will have seven minutes to answer the following two questions:

i) What has been your most interesting research work on eDeliberation?

ii) What are they key lessons about eDeliberation that you would like to contribute to today’s discussion?

iii) What are they key lessons about eDeliberation that you would like to come out of today’s discussion?

	12.30 – 1.30

	Lunch

	1.30 – 2.45

	Democratic theory and technological design
This session will consider the following questions:

i) To what extent do democratic theorists and technologists mean the same things by eDeliberation?

ii) What would be the ideal requirements/specifications for the design of eDeliberation tools/spaces?

iii) Are there good examples of eDeliberation that we should draw upon? 

	2:45 – 3.00

	Coffee

	3 – 4.15

	Key questions for eDeliberation research
This session will consider the following questions:

i) What are the big questions that remain unanswered?

ii) Which academic disciplines are missing from this area of research?

iii) Does eDeliberation pose particular methodological challenges?

iv) Should we expand the concept of eDeliberation to take account of less rigidly rationalist modes of discourse?

v) How can eDeliberation research contribute to the European public sphere?


	4.15 – 5.30
	Closing session, in which we will consider
i) Possibilities for maintaining this network of eDeliberation researchers – and establishing collaborative research;

ii) Practical ways of linking our discussion to the work of Demo-net;

iii) Best ways of disseminating the results of our deliberations on eDeliberation;
iv) Other questions that we were too busy to address earlier


Participants are urged not to bring powerpoint presentations to this seminar. We would be happy to see online examples of successful – or unsuccessful – eDeliberation, but the organisers are of the view that fruitful discussion will be best encouraged by rejecting the presentational structures of powerpoint and allowing spontaneous, thoughtful interaction to occur.  
