CALL FOR PAPERS: INVITATION ONLY WORKSHOP ON eDELIBERATION  AND ePARTICIPATION  RESEARCH

One day workshop supported by DEMO-net, the eParticipation Network of Excellent
Date: Monday, 16 October,  2006

Location: Leeds, England

Overview

The research community is involved in many efforts to understand political participation in the internet age, and to broaden and deepen citizen participation in the political decision-making process using information and communication technologies.  DEMO_net carried out a preliminary survey with this research community to better understand the key activities in which they are involved.  From this survey many identified deliberation as one of their core eParticipation activities.  DEMO_net’s tentative description of this term was as follows : understanding why, when and how citizens participate in formal and informal talk; design of tools to support virtual, small and large-group discussions; assessing the quality of messages and interactions in structured and unstructured online dialogue.  However, we now invite those of you who said that deliberation was part of your eParticipation research to participate in a one-day workshop which will reflect upon the meaning and practice of e-deliberation and its relationship to policy-making.

Objectives

The goal of this workshop is to map the notion of deliberation in the context of eParticipation. The workshop has the following objectives

· to facilitate close and sustained co-operation between eParticipation researchers from different academic disciplines in order to better understand the notion of deliberation;

· to explore the specific opportunities and challenges of deliberation in a virtual environment;
· to identify research challenges which deliberation poses for both researchers, governments and citizens;
· to think about the socio-technical design of e-deliberative spaces;

· to link theories of deliberative democracy to current research on eParticipation
Submissions

The workshop will combine short presentations of white papers with co-operative discussion.

Authors must submit a 2-page white paper for presentation at the workshop to the workshop organiser (s.coleman@leeds.ac.uk)  White papers should sketch what authors believe to be the key research challenges posed by the notion of deliberation for eParticipation research. Papers should be scholarly, employing the usual conventions of scientific writing, such as abstracts, literature citations and references to broader theory, and may be regarded as prototypes for future development into full papers. The final papers will be published as a workshop brochure. Co-operation and further development of the workshop papers for submission to conferences and journals will be facilitated.

Funding for travel and subsistence may be available from Demo-net in cases where funding is not available from conventional sources.

Important dates
Submission deadline: Wednesday, 13 September

Acceptance date: Monday, 18 September

